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At 80, a longtime attorney 1s just getting his second wind

By ELAINE HESSER

ONE WONDERS whether acior Ray-
mond Burr knew that ks mest famous TV
charscter, Perry Masor, was a bit of a uni-
com a unmversally admined defense al-
toeney. OF course Mason alio had the moe-
al luxury of usually represenbing mnocent
clients.

In neal life, defense attomeys frequently
find themselves valified. Johanie Cochran
(0 Simpsan),
Leslie Abramson
one of the Me-
lendez broth-
eri) and Irving
Kamarck (Charles
Manson) — W
name a fow
have boem pil-
lomed for ther
work. Larry Hie-
gel. 2 longtime
local defemse al-
tomey who hax
recently  pivoled

muore toward personal injury, has a ready, of

complicated, answer to the obvious ques-
Lo
How on earth can you represent gualty
Biegel, B0, passed the stale bar in 1969,
He worked for the public defender's office
i Los Angeles for n fow years, then moved
bere i 1975 with has wife, Tina (who also

‘Innocent people
get themselves into
weird situations’

became a lawyer), alter visiting Carmel on
vacalon.

Protecting rights

In 1977, while working m the Momte-
rey County Public Defender’s Office, he
was ssxigned 1o deffend 1%-vear-old Harold
Bicknell, who was subsequently convicted
of the gruescme murders of four relstives,
mcluding a &-yearold child, m Seaside.

In such cases — particularly those that
coukd result in the death penalty — Bicgel
expluned, <1 realized that of | didn’t defend
my clients with vigor, | made myself their
Judge and jury, and, ultmatcly, their exe-
cutioncr.” He said be became convineed on
soveral oocassons that clients he imnally
thought were gualty, were, in [acl, mnocent.

“lnnocent people pel themselves mbo
weird ssuations.” he said. He pointed to
the Innocence Progecl, a nonprofil whach
since 1992 has used DNA evidence 1o ex-
onerale 375 people on death rows nation-
wide. Bacgel bebeves everyone deserves o
have their nghts protected. =A doclor who
sees a patient with marks on his arm from
using herom can’t decide nol to belp hom
1 wall mess up the syslem if | don’t do my

He s=id he wenl into pavale practice
because he wanted lo work with different
aspects of the law. Since then, he's rop-
resenied plamtiffs in some high-profile.
controversial cascs, mcluding that of mo-
torcyvelist Adam Roegers, who hit a wild
boar on Highway 1 in 2003 and ended up
wheel chair-bound and sullering from se-
vere memory loss.

Although his client had a blood-aleshol
level of more than .10 percent, Biegel con-
vinced the jury that wasn®l a major factor
n the accident. Rather, he argued, the state

had created — and allowed o contimue

a dangerous sstuabion in which wild pags
froquently crossed the road =t that spol.
According to Biegel's websale, Rogers was
swarded $8.6 million. “one of the largest
verdicts m Monterey County history.™

Another chient, Jimmy Anderson, m-
temed i Biegels bhw office before head-
1ng off 1o law schoal m Wisconsin. Whale
on a break m summer 2010, Anderson was
home m Stanislsus County when his entre
fanuly was m a tragic car crash. T-boned
by a drunk dnver who ran a stop sign at 70
mph, the young man lost his mother, Bther
and brother. The drver of the vehicle that
hat them was abe killed. Anderson was lefl
a quadriplegic.

In rescarching the accident, Biegel smd
e discoverned that 134 locals had previoms-
ly petitioned the counly 1o put in a Four-
way slop al thal miersechon, ciling safely
concerns over a lack of visibility. The case
was seliled for SE25 millon. Anderson
fimished byw school and s a member of the
Wisconsin State Assembly.

The bst goes on — land disputes, -
varces, products liability and more. In each
came, depending on whose side you agree
with, Biegel 15 csther a bero or 3 villain,
The roller coaster s enough lo take the
wind out of anyene s sails. Over tme, Bee-
gel began to worry that he was losing his.
Wind, that .

Don’t give in

About the time the Covid-19 pandemic
broke oul m 3020, Biegel s he'd been
haking with frends when he noticed they
had to keep stopping 1o wail for hmm be-
cause he was out of breath. Since Covad is
a resperatory illness, he thowght i might be
a good idea o mmprove the Atness of his

lungs.

He started walking 5 mules every mom-
g on a roule that teok hmm from his home
near Highway | to Carmel Point and back.
He Bgures be's logged more than 5,000
mules smoe then, Two weeks ago, be mn,
walked and jopged the 12-make race dusing
the Big Sur Mamthon,

“I'm nel giving in o age.” he aseried
firmly, noting that he was finit in his age
division, B0 and above. “There were only
three of us,” be laaghed.

As far as retircment, be said be “can’t
even spell the word ™ He said he wanted
1o be a doctor until a high school chemis-
try leacher pointed out “how hitle | under-
sgood aboul chemistry.” “Being a lawyer,
I"m not a life saver. Bt | can serve people
and make their lives better,” be sad.



